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PENNSYLVANIA, 


Which ee e e PHILASSLS H I . 60 ToroDay, the 


twenty-fourth day of AUGUST, in the JE of our Lord 
One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Ninety. | 


Tueſday, Auguſt 24, 1790. P. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant. to N Z 


\ 


On motion, Ordered, 
HAT Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Ryerſon and Mr. Rhea be a committee, to 


inform the Supreme Executive Council that the Houſe, being met, 


are ready to receive any buſineſs they may have to lay before them. 
Agourned, until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 
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Wedneſday, Auguſt 25, 1790. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. — | N 
A petition from a conſiderable number of the inhabitants of the town- 
ſhips of Cheſnut- bill, Hamilton, Lower Smithfield, Delaware, and Upper Smith- 
feld, in the county of Northampton, was read, ſetting forth, that by reaſon 
of the extent and ſituation of the ſaid townſhips, they are prevented from 
exerciſing the important privilege of ſuffrage at the general elections; 
therefore praying, that the townſhips of Che/tnut-hill, Hamilton and Lower 
Smithfield may be erected into a ſeparate diſtrict, and authoriſed to hold their 
elections at the houſe now occupied by Fobn Huſton, in Hamilton townſhip 
aforeſaid, and that the townſhips of Delaware and Upper Smithfield may be 
erected into a diſtri, and the freemen thereof authoriſed to hold their 
elections at the houſe of Jahn Van Atten, in Delaware townſhip aforeſaid, 
Ordered to lie on the table. DO ths. ar | 
A petition from a number of the Juſtices of the Peace, Grand Jury, 
Sheriff, Commiſſioners, and others; inhabitants of the county of Delaware, 
was read, ſetting forth, that the adjourned Court of Common Pleas for the 
county of Philadelphia and the Quarterly Meeting of the religious ſociety of 
people called Quakers being held at the fame time appointed by law for 
holding the courts within the ſaid county, many perſons are prevented from 
attending the ſaid courts, to the great injury and delay of public buſineſs ; 
therefore praying they may by law be enabled in future to hold the ſaid 
yi on the firſt Monday in the months, reſpectively, in which they are now 
holden. . TM | | 
Ordered to lie on the table. /FEtz& | 
A petition from a number of the in s of that part of the county 
of Allegheny, which lies between Racteb A and the State line, was read, 
praying they may be re-annexed to the county of Waſbington. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 1 Os 
The committee appointed yeſterday, to inform the Supreme Executive 
Council that the Houſe, being met, are ready to receive any buſineſs they 
may have to lay before them, reported—That they had performed that ſer- 
vice, and received for anfwer, that Council have buſineſs, which they will 
tranſmit to the Houſe to-morrow morning. | | 
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Thurſday, Auguft 26, 1790. A.M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


A Meſſage from the Preſident and Supreme Executive Council was pre- 
ſented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz. 


* 


A MESSAGE from the PRESIDENT and SUPREME EXECUTIVE CouN- 
„rr Yo the GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 1 
GENTLEMEN, - 


E ſend herewith the following acts and reſolutions of the Congreſs 
of the United States, which we have received fince your adjourn- 


ment in April laſt. An 
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An A4 or giving ect to the ſeveral afts therein mentioned, in reſpect to the 
State of North-Carolina, and for other purpoſes. ; 

An Adi providing For the enumeration of the inhabitants of the United 
States. 

An Ad making appropriations for the ſupport of government on the year 
one thouſand ſeven 2 and ninety. 

An AF to eſtabliſb an uniform rule of naturalization. 

An Adi to prevent the exportation of goods not duly inſpected ad to the 
Jaws of the ſeveral States. 

An Att to accept a ceſſion of the claims of the State of North- Carolina to 4 
certain diſtri of Weſtern Territory. | 

An AF to promote the progreſs of uſeful arts. 

An AF further to ſuſpend part of an act, entituled . An Act to regulate 
„the collection of the duties impoſed by law on the tonnage of ſhips or 
% veſſels, and on goods, wares and merchandizes, imported into the United 
< States,” and ts amend the ſaid act. 

An Af for the puniſhment of certain crimes againſt the United States. 

An Acl for regulating the military eſtabliſhment of the United States. 

An Aﬀ 10 provide for mitigating or remitting the forfeitures and penalties 
accruing under the revenue laws, in certain caſes therein mentioned. 

An AZ to continue in force an att, paſſed at the laſt ſeſſion of Congreſs, en- 

tituled An Act to regulate proceſſes in the courts of the United States.” 

An Act to preſcribe the mode in which the public acts, records and judicial 
proceedings in each State ſhall be authenticated, Jo as to take efect in every other 
State. | 
An AF for the government 27 the territory of the United. States, ſouth of 

| the river Ohio. 
An Ae for the encouragement of learning, by fecuring the copies of maps, 
charts and books to the authors and proprietors of ſuch copies, during. tbe times. 
therein mentioned. ; 
An Ad for finally adifting and ſatisfying the claims of F rederick William 
De Steuben, 

An Act for giving effect to an act, entituled An Act to eſtabliſh the Ju- 
% dicial Courts of the United States within the State of North- Carolina. 

An Aci ſupplemental to the act for eflabliſhing the ſalaries of the executive 
officers of government, with their aſſiſtants and clerks. 

An AF. for giving effect to the ſeveral acts therein mentioned, in reſpect to the 
State of Rhode-Iſland and Providence Plantations. 

An 4 for the relief of Thomas Jenkins and Company. 

An A for giving effect to an act, entituled * An Act to eſtabliſh the Ju- 
« dicia] Courts of the United States within the State of , iar and 
Providence Plantations.” 


An AG providing the means of intercourſe between the United States and 2 
reign nations. 

An Act to ſatisfy the claims of John M*Cord againſt the United States. © 
An Aci for the rehef of Nathaniel Twining. 

An Ad for giving effett to an att, entituled “ An AR providing for the 
1 enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States, in reſpect to the State 

of Röbode-Iand and Providence won in" 2 | 
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An 44 VE eftablt ing RY temporary and permancnt feat of government of 


Xe United States. 
An Ad ſurtber to provide for the payment of the invalid Gb of the 


United States. 
An Ad for the government and regulation We; ſeamen in the merchants 


ſervice. * 


An Ac impoſing duties vn the tonnage of ſhips or 8 
An AGF to regulate trade and intercourſe with the Indian tribes. 


An Act providing ſor the holding a treaty or treaties to fab; * peace With 


certain Indian tribes. 


An Att to amend the 405 for the goon omen PRE Aber. of light-bouſes 
beacons, buoys and public piers. 


An Aﬀ to continue in force for a . time an a, entituled th An Act 
for the temporary eſtabliſhment of the poſt- office. 


An Act for the relief of John Stewart and John Davidſon. 
An At making proviſion for the debt of. the United States.. 
An Act to provide more effettually for the collection of the duties pe by 


law on goods, wares and ENCE, imported into the. United ii and on 


the tonnage of ſhips or veſſels. _ 

An Act to provide more effeftually for the ſettlement of the accounts Sdn 
the United States and the individual States, * 

A Reſolution reſpecting the arrears of pay due to the troops 1 the lines of the 


States of Virginia and North-Carolina. 
A Reſolution for the publication of treaties ak or -which Noll be made, 


under the authority of the United States. 


A Reſolution making allowance for the ſervice of the choke emplyed i in the 


office of the Comm iffioners of army accounts; and 
A Reſolution to defray the expence of procuring je eals fins tbe Supreme, Cireui 


and Diftrift Courts of the United States. 


We tranſmit a letter from the Delegates of this State in the Congreſs of 
the United States, on the ſubje& of the temporary and permanent ſeat of 


the general government. 
THOMAS MIFFLIN. 


Council CHAMBER, 


Philadelphia, Auguſt 26th, 1790. 


And on motion, and by ſpecial order, the fame was read the ſecond 


time: Whereupon 


Ordered, That fo much of the ſaid meſſage, as relates to the letter from 
the Delegates repreſenting this State in -the Congreſs of the United States, 
together with the ſaid letter, be referred to Mr. Rawle, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. 


Hoge, Mr. Ealer and Mr. Lloyd, to report thereon. 


A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the fifth election diſtri 
within the county of Northumberland was read, praying. ey may be au- 
thoriſed to hold their elections at Aaronſburg. | 


Ordered to lie on the table. \ 
A petition from William Morris was read, ſetting forth, that he hath at a 


conſiderable expence erected a ferry acroſs the river Juniata, at the lower 


end of a place called Fact's Narrous, and praying the excluſive right of 


keeping the ſaid ferry may be veſted in him. 
Ordered to lie on the table, Agreeable 
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eels to a reſolution of this Houſe of the 18th day of March laſt, 
Jobn Byers, one of the Commiſſioners appointed March 22d, 1784, to view 
and examine the road leading from Conrad Minick's to Sunbury, and to mark 
and lay out a road the neareſt and beſt the country will admit, &c. made 
report of the proceedings of ſaid Commiſſioners, which was read, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

A repreſentation of the Maſter-Warden, on behalf of himſelf and the 
Wardens of the pott of Pbiladelpbia, was read, ſetting forth, that the a& 
of Aſſembly appropriating the duties of tonnage for their ſervices, and con- 
tingent expences, hath been in part ſuperſeded by an act of the United States 
in Congreſs aſſembled, .but that divers duties ſtill remain to be performed by 
the ſaid Wardens under the%perfion of the act of Aſſembly aforeſaid, in. 
the performance whereof they have afforded their ſervices, and for which 
they have received no compenſation ; and praying the Houſe would take the 


W premiſes into conſideration. 


Ordered to lie on the table. 


The petition of a conſiderable number of the inhabitants of the town= 
ſhips of Cheſnut-bill, Hamilton, Lower Smithfield, Delaware, and Upper 


| | Smithfield, in the county of Northampton, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond 


time. 
. Ordered, That it be referred to the members from Northampton county, 


to report thereon. 


The petition of a number of the int of that part of Allegheny 


county, which lies between Raccoon creck and the ſtate line, read yeſterday, 
= was read the ſecond time. 


Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lilley, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Vaux, to 


report thereon. 


The petition of a number of the Juſtices of the Peace, Grand' Jury, 


| Sheriff, Commiſſioners, and other inhabitants of the county of Delaware, 
read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. | 


Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Rawle, Mr. Paul and Mr. Lloyd, to 


report thereon. 


Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Friday, Auguſt 27, 1790. A. M. 

The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 

Petitions from a number of the inhabitants of the ſecond cection diſtri 
in the county of Waſhington were read, praying that a certain part of the ſaid 
county may be erected into an election diſtrict, and the inhabitants authoriſed 
to hold their elections at the houſe now occupied by David Hamilton. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 
' Petitions from a number of the inhabitants of the ſecond election diſtri 


in the county of Waſhington were read, remonſtrating againſt altering the 


place for holding their general elections. 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 

Petitions from a number of the inhabitants of the county of York, reſiding 
on the waters of Ye/low-Breeches creek, were read, praying, that agreeably + 
to the lines deſcribed in the ſaid petitions they may be annexed to the county 
of Cumberland. 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 
„ A petition 
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A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the townſhip of Shippen/- 
Burg, in the county of Cumberland, was read, ſetting forth, that by a late 
act of the Legiſlature, for aſcertaining the boundary lines between the coun- 

ties of Cumberland and Franklin, a ſmall part of the faid townſhip falls with. 
in the county of Franklin aforeſaid, and praying the ſame may be re-annexed 


to the county of Cumberland. 
Ordered to lie on the table. „„ 
A memorial and repreſentation from the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of 
Philadelphia, in Common- Council aſſembled, was read, ſuggeſting, that the 
public buildings at preſent in the ſaid city are inadequate to the reception of 
Congreſs; therefore praying this Houſe to enable them, or ſome other body 
of men, to erect ſuch buildings as may be neceffary, ſuitable and convenient 
for that purpoſe, as well as for the reception and reſidence of the Preſident of 
the Trane bares, oo ON 3 on | 
Ordercd to lie on the table. 5 
The repreſentation of the Maſter-Warden, on behalf of himſelf and the 
Wardens of the port of Philadelphia, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond 
Ordered, That it be referred to the city members, to report thereon. 
The committee appointed yeſterday, on the petition of a number of the 
inhabitants of the townſhips of Chęſhut- Hill, Hamilton, Lower Smithfield, 
Delaware, and Upper Smithfield, in the county of Northampton, made te- 
port, which was read, as follows, vII sx. | | 
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the inhabitants of 
Cheſnut-hill, Hamilton, Lower Smithfield, Delaware, and Upper Smithjeld 
townſhips, in the county of Northampton, beg leave to report E＋E | 
That the circumſtances and ſituation of the petitioners are really ſuch as 
Net forth in the ſaid petition, and that the prayer of the fame is juſt and 
reaſonable. Wherefore they "—_ the following reſolution, viz. - 
Refſofved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for erecting 
the townſhips of Cheſnut-hill, Hamilton and Lower Smithfield, in the county 
of Northampton, into an election diſtrict; and for erecting the townthips of 
Delaware and Upper Smithfield allo into an election diſtrict. 
Ordered to lie on the table. | „ 
The bill, entituled ** 4 further Supplement to an act, entituled An AG 
« for the attainder of divers traitors, if they render not themſelves by a cer- 
e“ tain day, and for veſting their eſtates in the commonwealth, and for more 
« effectually diſcovering the ſame, and for aſcertaining and ſatisfying the 
« lawful debts and claims thereon,” was read the third time. 
Ordered, That the conſideration thereof he poſtponed. 
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Saturday, Auguſt 28, 1790. A. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. _ w | 
_ Petitions from 1223 inhabitants of the county of Miflin were read, fe- 
monſtrating againſt the ſeat of juſtice for the ſaid county being fixed at the 
mouth of Kiſbecoguillis creek, and praying the act paſſed for erecting the ſaid 
county may be altered and amended agrecably to the bill publiſhed for con- 
ſideration. | | | 1 | 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
| | A petition 


Ls 
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A petition from abr 1 Kiblen was read, ſetting forth, that he hath been 
by due courſe of law diſpoſſeſſed of a tract of land in the county of MWaſb- 
imgton, by him claimed under a warrant iſſued from the land-office of this 
tate, and praying he may be authoriſed to locate the ſaid warrant within the 
donation lands ſet apart far the officers and ſoliert of the late more 
line. 

.Ordered to lie on the table. 

A petition from a number of. the inhabitants of the county of Huntingdon 
was read, ſetting forth, that the road laid out and opened between the waters 
of the Frank's-town branch of Juniata and the Conemaugh river, agreeably 
to an act of Aſſembly paſſed 29th March, 1787, will not anſwer the valua- 
ble purpoſes thereby intended, in as much as it runs through avery rough and 
uninhabited country; and praying a law may be paſled, to authoriſe the 
supreme Executive Council to appoint commiſſioners to review the ſaid road, 
and, if. they think proper, to alter the courfes thereof, and to draw upon the 
State Treaſurer for a further ſum, 1 in addition to what has been already granted 
for the aforeſaid purpoſe. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

A petition from the paſtor, elders and members of the Preſbyterian con- 
gregation at Middle Spring, in the counties of Cumberland and Franklin, was 
read, praying to be incorporated; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the 
ſame was read the ſecond time: Whereupon PHE 

Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted. 

A memorial from the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and Citizens of Phila- 
delphia, in Common-Council aſſembled, was read, containing their objec- 
tions to the building a powder-magazine within the limits of the city, on 
account of the danger to be apprehended therefrom; and on motion, and by 
ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Rawle, Mr. T. Bomas and Mr. Hoge, 
with inſtructions to confer with the Supreme Executive Council on the ſaid 
ſubject, and report thereon. 

A petition from Jeremiab Reeſe was read, praying he may be by law - 
enabled to erect and maintain a tumbling-dam acroſs Conedogwinet creek, 


ww 


| within two or three miles of the mouth thereof. 


Ordered to lie on the table. 
A letter from Charles Smith and Simon Snyder, Eſquires, was preſented to 
the chair, and read, together with its incloſures, viz. 
Depoſitions, tending to prove that undue means had been uſed to bring 
about a diſmemberment of part of Beaver-dam townſhip from the county of 
Northumberland; and 
A petition from the inhabitants of the weſt end of Beaver-dam townſhip, 
in. the county of Northumberland, praying oy may not be annexed to the 
county of Mzrffn. | 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The petitions of a number of the inhabitants of the county of York, re- 
ſiding on the waters of Ye/low-Breeches creek, read yeſterday, were read the 
ſecond time. 

Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Dering, Mr. Marſhall and Mr. D. 
Stewart, to report thereon. | 
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the fifth election diſtrict in 
the county of Northumberland, read Auguft 26th, was read the ſecond Orders 
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Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Liliey, Mr. Ealer and Mr. White, to 
report thereon. 

"The memorial of the Myor, Aldermen and Citizens of Ph; cadelphia, in 
Common-Council aſſembled, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Raule, Mr. . Mr. He, Mr. 
Ealer and Mr. Lloyd, to report thereon. 

The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the townſhip of SHippenſ 
burg, in the county of Cumberland, read yeſterday, was od the ſecond 
time. | | 

' Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lilly, Mr. Findley: and Mr. M rn 
to report thereon. 

The petitions of the inhabitants of the ſecond election diſtri in the 
county of Maſbington, relative to the place for holding their general elec- 
tions, read yeſterday, were read the ſecond time. 

Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. NY Mr. Baird and Mr. Rhea, 
to report thereon. 

The committee appointed Auguſt 26th, on the petition of the Juſtices, 
Grand Jury, Sheriff, and other inhabitants of the county of Delaware, made 
report, which was read, as follows, 72. 

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the Juſtices, Grand 
Jury, Sheriff, and other inhabitants of the county of Delaware, report 

That In their opinion it would conduce to the convenience of perſons 
having buſineſs to tranſa in the courts of Common Pleas and Quarter Seſ- 
ſions of the ſaid county, to alter the time of holding the courts according 
to the requeſt of the . _ following reſolution is therefore 
ſubmitted, v2. 

Reſolved, That the prayer of che petition of the Juſtices, Grand Jon 


Sheriff, and other inhabitants of the county of Delaware, be granted, and the 


ſaid petitioners have leave to bring in a bill, for the purpoſe of altering the 


time of holding the ſeveral county courts of law within the ſaid county. 


Ordered to he on the table. 

The committee on ways and means made report in part, viz. 

A report of the Regiſter-General of public accounts, relative to the rere- 
nues and expenditures of the commonwealth of Pennſylvania; which was 
read, and 5 

Ordered to lie on the table. 
On motion of Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded by Mr. Gurney, 
Orgered, That two hundred copies of the ſaid report "IE the Ke 


General be printed, for the uſe of the members of the General Aſſembly. 


The report on the petition of the inhabitants of Cheſunt-bill, Hamilton, 


Lower Smithfield, Delaware and Upper Smithfield townſhips, in the county of 
Northampton, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon ; 


Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill for erecting the 
townſhips of Cheſnut- hill, Hamilton and Lower Smithfield, in the county of 
Northampton, into an election diſtrict; and for erecting the townſhips of 


Delaware and Upper Smithfield alſo into an election diſtrict. 


Orgered, That the members from Nortbampton county be a committee, to 
bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. 


Adjourned until three o'clock on Monday next, P. M. 
Monday. | 
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The Hou met purſuant to adjournment. | 8 

Petitions from 160 inhabitants of Heidleberg wille, in iche county of 
Dauphin, were read, Praying: ſaid townſhip may. be. re-annexed to o the county 
of Lancaſter. | | 5 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 

A petition and memorial from Adam Hubley, William Shannon and Jobn 
Chaloner, Auctioneers, was read, praying leave to bring in a bill to repeal ſo 
much of the preſent laws for-the regulation of auctions and Auctioneers, as 
prohibits.licenſed Auctioneers from 7 public ſales within the diſtricts of 
each other. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 25 x 

The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the county of Huntingdon, 
read Auguſt 28th, was read the ſecond time. | 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Marſhall and Mr. D. 
Stewart, to report thereon. 

The petition of ſundry inhabitants of the county of Bucks, read March 
18th, was read the ſecond time. 

| Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. M. Darell and Mr. 

Hopkins, to report thereon. 

The report on the petition of the juſtices, Grand jury, Sheriff, and others, 
inhabitants of the county of aint raed Auguſt 28th, was .read the 
ſecond time: Whereupon 

Refotued, That the prayer of the Dr of the Juſtices, Grand Jury, 
Sheriff, and other inhabitants of the county of Delaware, be granted, and 
the ſaid petitioners have leave to bring in a bill, for the purpoſe of altering 
the time of holding their ſeveral courts of law within the faid county. 

The report on the petition of a number of the inhabitants of the county 
of Waſhington, read April 1ſt, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon . 
Reſalved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted 
into a law, declaring Chartier's creek, in Waſhington county, to be a public 
highway 

7 That the ſame committee who made the report be a committee, 
to bring in a bill for the aforeſaid purpoſe. 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled . An 
Ad for altering certain election diſtrids in the county of Northampton,” 
which was read the firſt time, and 
. Ordered to lie on the table. 

Agreeably to leave given, a member preſented to o the chair a bill, enti- 
tuled % An Act to alter the time of holding the County Courts of Common 
« Pleas and Quarter Seffions for the — J Delaware,” which was read 
the firſt time, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Rawle, in his place, read a bill, entituled . A Supplement to the act, 
<< entituled An Act to reform the penal laws of this ſtate ;” and, having 
obtained leave, preſented the ſame to .the chair, when it was read the firſt 
time, and | 
Ordered to lie on the table. „ 5: 2:54 
4. B The 


. ͤ ets. —— 
- 


_ liſhed for conſideration. 


4 MESSAGE from the PxESID ENT and SUPREME EXECUTIVE Coun- 


ſixty-five pounds ſpecie, and conſiderable progreſs is made in erecting upon it 


ne pounds. And we are of opinion that it will likewiſe be proper to give 
a legiſlative ſanction to the ſtorage of powder belonging to private citizens, as 


. expreſſed by the act of the ſixth of April, as no one has been willing to 


as. an agent on behalf of the ſtate of Penn/j/vania. The letter from our. 


4 a=]. 


The bill, entituled © An -A for raiſng, by way of Lottery, the ſum if 
t ſeven hundred and twenty-three pounds fifteen ſhillings, for defraying 


«© the expence of erecting an Academy and Parſonage-houſe in the borough of 
% York,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by -paragraphs. 
- Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub. 


. . 
» 


Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 25 
Tueſday, Auguſt 31, 1790. A. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. | 


A meſſage from the Preſident and Supreme Executive Council Was read, 
as follows, viz. | | | 


* 


Cl ro the GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


 CENTLEMEN, FP Fr | 
NDER the authority of a reſolution of Aſſembly of the thirty-firſt 
[ of March laſt, we appointed Timothy Matlack, Fohn Adlum and Samuel 
Maclay to examine and ſurvey the Quittapabilla, the Swatara, and parts of 
the Su/quebanna and Funiata rivers, and aſſigned to Frederick Antes, Reading 
Howell and William Dean the buſineſs of exploring the country near the head 
waters of the Delaware, of the eaſt branch. of Suſquehanna, and of the 
rivers Lehigh and Schuylkill. —The Commiſſioners ſet out on the duties of 
their reſpective departments in May; but we have not received any communi- 
cations from them. | 5 Te Fe, 
In compliance with the reſolution of your honorable Houſe of the fixth 
of April, we have purchaſed a convenient lot of ground for fue hundred and 


a magazine for gun-powder. It will be neceſſary to provide by law for pay- 
ing the price of the lot and the expence of the building, which, as nearly 
as we can at preſent aſcertain, will be one thouſand nine hundred and ſeventy- 


ſoon as that magazine will be ready to receive it. To | 
We have not been able to carry into effect the intention of the Legiflature 


undertake to put the banks of Mud- land into good repair for the ſum ap- 
propriated by the law: We conceive that /we/ue hundred pounds will-be requi- 
fite for that purpoſe. N an 

The adjuſtment of the claims of individual ſtates againſt the United States 
being an object of conſiderable moment, ſeveral ſtates had appointed agents 
to attend to the ſettlement of their reſpective accounts before the commil- 
ſioners appointed by Congreſs; and therefore, in conformity to the ſenti- 
ments of our Delegates, as well as the obvious utility of the meaſure, we 
have during your receſs employed Charles Pettit, Eſquire, for that purpole, 


Delegates, and a letter from Mr. Pettit reſpecting the buſineſs of his agency, 
ig dy 5 5 5 1 | ; we 


7 
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we incloſe, together with a letter from the Comptroller-General upon the 


Nate of the public accounts. | | | 
Council being called upon to diſcharge the balance due to Robert Gal- 
braith, Eſquire, on his contract for opening the road from Fran#'s-town to 
Connemaugh, we lay before your honorable Houſe the information we have 
received with reſpect to the execution of that contract from William Findley, 
Eſquire, a member of Council, who at our requeſt has examined the road, 


and thinks it has been laid out conformably to Mr. Galbraith's undertaking. 


We tranſmit a letter from the Attorney-General, on account of the opi- 


nion therein expreſſed, that it would be ſound policy to eſtabliſh a rule of 
reciprocity with the nations of Europe, by an act of the Legiſlature, de- 


claring the ſubjects of thoſe ſtates, in which our citizens are permitted to 
enjoy real property deviſed or deſcending to them, capable of a ſimilar privi- 
lege in Pennſylvania.” The act of the eleventh of February 1789, which 
enables aliens to purchaſe and hold lands in this commonwealth, will ſoon 
expire by its own limitation; and we conceive that a general and permanent 
N on this important ſubject ought now to be adopted. How far that 


which is ſuggeſted by the Attorney-General may be proper, we ſubmit to 


the wiſdom of the Legiſlature. 


The Truſtees of the hoſpital on State-Vland having repreſented to us that 
the wharf on the Delaware, for the landing of fick paſſengers who may be ſent 


to the hoſpital, is in ſo ruinous a condition, that, unleſs ſpeedily repaired, it 


muſt be entirely deſtroyed, we incloſe their memorial, and recommend it to 


the attention of the Legiſlature. - 


We ſincerely lament the occaſion of laying before you the depoſitions of 
| ſeveral perſons, from which it appears, that in June laſt two friendly Indians 


were barbarouſly murdered on Pine creek, Northumberland county. In order 


to manifeſt our abhorcence of the crime, and to obtain, if poſſible, the per- 


ſons of the offenders, a proclamation was iſſued by Council, offering a re- 
ward of eight hundred dollars for apprehending them, and ſuch other ſteps 


have been taken upon this occaſion, as will we hope effectually appeaſe the 


reſentment of the Indian, and prevent any danger of retaliation. 


0 


A deſire to promote a good underſtanding with the Indians who reſide with- : 


in the limits of this ſtate has likewiſe induced us to aequieſce in the wiſh, 


which Corn-Planter and other Chiefs of the Six Nations have expreſſed to viſit 


Philadelphia, three of whom we have accordingly invited, and they will pro- 
bably arrive in the courſe of a few days. | 

The following acts and reſolution of Congreſs, which were received on 
Saturday, we tranſmit for your information: x 


An Act making further provifion for the payment of the debts of the United 


States. | 

An Ad to enable the officers and ſoldiers of the Virginia line, on continental 
eſtabliſhment, to obtain titles to certain lands lying northweſt of the river Ohio, 
between the little Miami and Sciota. | 


An Af authorifing the Secretary of the Treaſury to finiſh the light-bouſs on 


| Portland-Head, in the diſtrict of Maine. 


An Ad declaring the afſent of Congreſs to certain acts of the Hates of Mary- 


land, Georgia, and Rhode-Iſſand and Providence Plantations. 


An Ac for the relief of the perſons therein mentioned or deſcribed, 
An Act for the relief of diſabled ſoldiers and ſeamen, lately in the ſervice of 

tbe United States, and of certain other perſons. * . 
. | An 
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An Abs for altering # the times for bolding' rhe Circuit Courts of the United 
States in the diſtrifts of South-Carolina and Georgia, and providing 'that the 

7 85 Court of am Len Halli in future be held at the m_ ff Philadet Phia 
F. 

An Af making certain appropriations therein embed.” 5 

An At making proviſion for the reduction of the public debt. Avia 

A Refalution, directing that a return of certain ſurveys of lands in the Meß- 
ern Territory be made to and perfected by: the Secretary of the J. reaſury., 

'Aletter from the Honorable Frederick Auguſtus Mublenberg, Eſq; Speaker 
of the Houſe of Repreſentatives of the United States, incloſing a reſolution 
of the Houſe, dated May the eighteenth laſt, reſpecting the terms for which 
the members of the preſent e e were choſen, 1s alſo ſent herewith. 


75 | | THOMAS: MIFFLIN. 
Gd CHAMBER, | 


Philadphia Augyft 31h, 1790. 


And the feveral apers therowith tran ſaicted,: were alſo read; . on mo- 
tion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame were read the ſecond time. 
_ Ordered, That the ſaid meſſage and papers be referred to Mr. Raw, Mr. 
3 Fig Mr. Fobnfton, to . the ſubject matters, and make report 
Ereo 
A A. petition from 105 inhabitants of the county of Bucks was read, of 2 
ſimilar tenor with the petition of a number af! the inhabitants of the ſame 
county, read March 18th. laſt. Fe FM TT 
Ordered to lie on the table. 6 
Pe © petition | from the elders and truſtees af = Reformed and 1 
congregations in the townſhip of Maccungy, in the county of Northampton, 
was read, praying leave to bring in a bill, to be enacted into a law, for the 
urpoſe of enabling them to raiſe, by way of lottery, the ſum of #/zeen 
hundred dollars, to diſcharge the debts incurred by erecting a houſe of _ 
worſhip and ſchool-houſe — the uſe of the ſaid congregations, 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
A. petition from William Sotherin, confined in the debtors. 3 
of the city and county of Philadelphia for We was read, Praying he may 
be releaſed from further impriſonment. 


Ordered to lie on the table. 
A petition from Jobn Blair, of Northumberland county, was read, ſetting 


forth, that he mortgaged his land to the Truſtees of the General Loan-Office 
to ſecure the re- payment of a ſum of money by them loaned ; ; that by reaſon _ 
of the depredations of the Indians, and other misfortunes, he is unable to dif- 
charge the ſame; ang praying a further time may be allowed him for * : 
purpoſe. Y HS 
' Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The petition of Adam Hubley, William Shona and Yobn Chatmer, Auc- 


tioneers, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. 


Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Gurney, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Ballio!, 


to report thereon, 


The pefitian of Jobn A1. Kuben, read Auguſt 28th, was read the ſecond 
time. 
„ Ordered, 


L 5 1 


Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Cunningham, Mr r. Mar ſhall and Mr. 
Vaux, to report thereon. 
| Agreeably to leave given, a member preſented to the chair a bill, entituled 
« An AF to incorporate the Preſbyterian congregation at Middle $ Pring, in 
& fhe counties of Cumberland. and Franklin,” which was. read the firſt time, 
and 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The bill, entituled “ An Act to provide for the eheflion of Repreſentatives 
% of this State in the Congreſs of the United States,” was read the third time. 

And in conſidering the firſt enacting clauſe, vzz. 

« Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Repreſentatives of the 
Freemen of the commonwealth' of Pennſytvania, in General Aſſembly met, 
and by the authority of the ſame, That the election of Repreſentatives, 
Wes 1 to the conſtitution of the United States and the directions of this 
act, to ſerve in the Congreſs of the United States, ſhall be held by the citi- 
zens thereof, qualified to vote for members of the General Aſſembly, on 
the ſecond Tueſday of October next, of which due notice ſhall be given by 
the Sheriffs of the reſpective counties, conformably to the acts of Aſſembly 
for regulating the general elections in this State, at the places in the city of 
Philadelphia and in the ſeveral counties reſpectively preſcribed by the election 
laws aforeſaid, and in like manner as in and by the ſaid laws is directed for 
the election of members of the General Aſſembly; and any perſon who 
may or ſhall be guilty of any neglect or abuſe of the ſaid laws, or of any 
part thereof, at any election to be held in purſuance of this act, may and 
ſhall be proſecuted and puniſhed in the ſame manner, ae if he was guilty of 
the like neglects or abuſes in the election of Repreſentatives to ſerve in the 
General Aſſembly.“ 

A motion was made by Mr. D. Stewart, ſeconded by Mr. Findley, to re- 
commit the ſaid bill, excepting the title and preamble, for the purpoſe of 
introducing a plan, for dividing the ſtate into diſtricts, for chuſing Repreſenta- | 
tives in the Congreſs for this ſtate, with inſtructions to the ſaid committee to 
introduce a clauſe or copies for that purpoſe. 

On the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree to the motion to re-commit the ſaid 
& Bill for that — the Yeas and Nays being called by Mr. David 
Stewart and Mr. Findley, were as OW, VIZ. 


* E A 8. E 
1 John Stewart, e 5 James Marſhall, 
2 Herman Huſband, 6 John Gilchreeſt, 
James Barr, | 7 Fames Findley, 
4 James Alliſon, 8 David Stewart. 
NAS @& 55 NA 6 $ 
1 L:wrence Sickle, - 9 Gerardus Wynkoop, 
2 Jacob Hiltzheimer, | 10 Valentine Upp, 
3 Wilkam Rawle, 11 John Chapman, 
4 Francis Gurney, 12 James Bryan, 
5 Samuel Aſbmead, 13 Kichard Thomas, 
d 14 Richard Downing, jun. 
7 Thomas Britton, 5 aleb Fames, © - 
8 Elias Boys, 16 Jobn M. Dowell, 
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1 


17 James Clemſon, 

48 Jobn Hopkims, 
19 Henry Dering, 
20 James Cunningham, 
21 Jacob Erb, 

22 Jobn Miller, 


. 


34 Conrad Ihrie, jun. 


35 Anthony Lerch, jun. 
36 John Moore, 
37 Jobn White, 

38 Joòbn Baird, | 
39 Alexander Wright, 


40 James Johnſon, 
41 Jobn Rhea, 
42 Jonathan Roberts, 
43 James Vaux, 
44 Jacob Miley, | 
45 James M*Creight, _ 
46 Obadiah Gore, 
47 Jobn Nevil, 
48 Hugh Lloyd, 
49 Richard Riley. 


23 Jeſepb Reed, 
24. Jacob Schmyſer, 
25 Thomas Lilley, 
26 William Godfrey, 
27 Thomas Kennedy, 
28 Jonathan Hoge, 
29 John Ludwig, 
30 Nicholas Lutz, 
31 Daniel Leinbach, 
32 Peter Ealer, 
33 Stephen Ballot, 


$0 it was determined in the negative. 


And the bill recurring, the ſame was confidered by paragraphs. 
A motion was made by Mr. Raw/e, ſeconded by Mr. Boys,. 
To amend the title, ſo as to read as follows, viz. 
% An Act to provide for the enſuing election of Repreſentatives of this ſlate 
« in the Congreſs of the United States.” | 
Which was determined in the affirmative; and thereupon 
Ordered, That the ſaid bill be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enadted 
into a law. | - ge | 
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Wedneſday, September 1, 1790. A. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
Petitions from the inhabitants of Robeſon, Union, Caernarvon and Breck- 
nocł townſhips, in the county of Berks, were read, praying they may be 
erected into an election diſtrict, and by law enabled to hold their general 
elections at the houſe now occupied by John Klingeman. 2D} 
Ordered to lie on the table. | | 3 
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of Co/ebrookdale, Earl, Di 
ſtridt and Hereford townſhips, in the county of Berks, was read, praying 
they may by law be authoriſed to hold their general elections at the houſe 
now occupied by Fo/eph Muthard, in Colebrookdale townſhip aforeiaid. 
Ordered to lie on the table. Ds 8 
A petition from 206 inhabitants of that part of the Northern- Liberties of 
the city of Phr/adelpbia, which lies between the northern bounds of the faid 
city and Pegg's run, and between the river Delaware and the middle of 
Fourth-flireet, was read, praying leave to bring in a bill to provide for the 
*cſtabliſhment and ſupport of a ſuitable. number of lamps, watchmen and 
pumps, in the ſaid diſtrict, by an equal tax on the eſtates of the inhabitants 
thereof. | | | 7 
Ondered to lie on the table. 


A meſſage 
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A 1 from the Preſident and Supreme Executive Council was pre- 
en to the * and read, as follows, viz. 3 88 


4 MESSAGE from the Ponent and the SUPREME een 
| CounciL fo tbe GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


GENTLEMEN 


N our meſſage of the thirty-firſt of Auguſt we informed your Honorable 

Houſe, that two friendly Indians had been barbarouſly murdered in June 

fat, by citizens of this ſtate, on Pine creek, and that we had taken meaſures 
for apprehending the murderers, and for preventing retaliation. 

Mr. King, who was by order of Council diſpatched to the Indian country 
with a ſpeech, and with copies of the proclamation iſſued by Council for ap- 
prehending the murderers, returned laſt evening. He has brought a letter 
from Mr. Phelps, dated Canandargue, Auguſt the 14th, 1790, and a ſpeech 
from ſeveral Chiefs of the Seneca Nation, to which the two Indians who 
were murdered on Pine creek belonged ; which letter and ſpeech we encloſe. 

We conceive it to be of great importance to the welfare of the good peo- 


ple of this ſtate, that meaſures ſhould be immediately taken for quieting the 


minds of the Indians. We therefore requeſt a conference with a committee 
of the General Aſſembly this morning on the ſubject. | 

We tranſmit a letter from the State Treaſurer, relative to the loan-office ; 
with an account of monies due to the commonwealth on mortgages prior to 


the revolution, which we recommend to the attention of your honorable 


Houſe. 
A letter from Jobn Beckley, Eſquire, Clerk of the Houſe of Repreſenta- 


tives of the United States, and a copy of the journals of the proceedings of 


cunt . W thas meſſage. : 
THOMAS MIFFLIN. 
| CouNnciL CHAMBER, 0 
W x: September 1ſt, 1790. 


And the papers therewith tranſmitted were alſo read ; and on motion, and 
by ſpecial order, the ſame were read the ſecond time: Whereupon 

Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Hoge, Mr. Marſhall and 
Mr. Nevil be a committee, to confer with the Supreme Executive Council 
on that part of the meſſage which relates to the murder of two Indians on 
Pine creek, and make report. 


Ordered, That that part of the meſſage, together with the letter from the 


State Treaſurer relative to the Loan- Office, with an account of monies due 
to the commonwealth on mortgages prior to the revolution, be referred to 
Mr. Gurney, Mr. Cbapman, Mr. Clingan, Mr. Balhot and Mr. White, to re- 
port thereon. 

The petition of John Blair, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the laſt named committee, to report 
thereon. | 

The petition of the d and truſtees of the Reformed and Lutheran 
congregations in the townſhip of Maccungy, and county of Northampton, 
read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. 

Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted. 


j 
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The Petition of Fereniab Rees, read Auguſt 28th, Was read the Tecond 
time. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the members Ga Cunterland county, to 
report thereon. 

The petition of a bn uber of the inhabitants a Heidleberg townſhip, i in 
the county of Dauphin, read Auguſt zoth, was read the ſecond tige. 

Oraered, That it be referred to Mr. nn. Mr. Lilley and Mr. ee 


to report thereon. 


Agreeably to leave given, a member ne to the chair a bill, enti- 
tuled © An A# for raijng, by way of lottery, the ſum of eight hundred 
be pounds, for defraying the debts of the incorporated German Reformed con- 
% gregation in the borough of Reading, in the county. of Berks, being | for 
* their houſe of worſhip, Parſonage and Ae hug which Was read the 9 
time, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. 


A hennes 11 5 ten o clock to-morrow, A. M. 


. September : 2, 1790. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 

A petition. from a number of the inhabitants. of the county of . 
was read, ſtating the inconveniences they labour under by reaſon of the 
obſtructions to the fiſhery in Dunning's creek and the Ray s- ten branch of 
Juniata, and praying the ſame may be declared public highways, from their 
junction to their. firſt branches. 

Ordered to lie on the table. „ 

The committee appointed yeſterday, to confer with the Supreme 18 

tive Council on the ſubject of their meſſage of the firſt inſtant, made report, 


. which was fead; and on. motion, :and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read 


the ſecond time, and adopted, as follows, vz. 

The committee appointed to confer with .the Supreme Executive Council, 
in conſequence of their meſſage of the firſt of September, report, that they 
have performed the duty aſſigned to them. 

The atrocious murder which appears to have been committed in North- 
umberland county not only requires immediate and vigorous exertion to puniſh 
it, on account of national juſtice, but the diſſatisfaction of the Indians 
equally demands immediate attention, to prevent the fatal conſequences 
which might enſue from unneceſſary delay, or apparent indeciſion. 

The following reſolutions are therefore ſubmitted, vi. | 

Reſolwed, That this Houſe entertains the greateſt abhorrence of every action 
tending to interrupt the friendly intercourſe which has hitherto ſubſiſted with 
the Indian tribes within the limits of this ſtate, and will readily coincide in 
any requiſite meaſure to ſupport and continue it. 

Reſolved, That the Preſident and Supreme Executive Council be authoriſed 


to draw. on the Treaſurer of the ſtate for the ſum of one hundred pounds, to 


be applied in ſuch manner as appears to them molt expedient for the purpoſe 


of appeaſing the friends and relations of the two Indians lately murdered in 
- the county of Northumberland, and of preſerving a good underſtanding with 


the nations to which they belonged; and that they alſo be authoriſed to 
draw on the Treaſurer for _ neceſſary EXPENCES attending the ſame. 5 
The 
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The committee copoltnen Augu/} z iſt, on the mellags from the Supreme 
Executive Council of the ſame day, to arrange the ſubject matters, and 
make report thereof, made report, which was read, as follows, vis. 

The committee, to whom was referred the meſſage from the Preſident 
and Supreme Executive Council of the e ultimo, ſubmit the fol- 
lowing reſolutions, vis. 


Reſolved, That fo much of the meſſage of Council as relates to the maga- 


zine for gun- powder be referred to a committee. 

Reſolved, That that part of the meſſage of Council relative to the repairs 
of Mud-1ſland be referred to a committee. 

Reſolved, That fo much of the meſſage of Council as refers to the ap- 
pointment of an Agent on behalf of this ſtate, to endeavour to effect a 
ſettlement of accounts with the United States, be referred to a committee. 

Reſolved, That that part of the meſſage of Council relative to the road 
from Frank's-town to Conemaugh, and the balance claimed by Robert Gal- 
braith, Eſquire, be referred to a committee. 

Reſolved, That ſo much of the meſſage of Council as relates to enabling 


Ee to purchaſe and hold lands within this ſtate be referred to a com- 


mittee 
Reſolved, That that part of the meſſage 41 Council which refers to the 


memorial of the Truſtees of the Hoſpital on State-Iſand be referred to a 


committee; 

The reſidue of the meſſage; except what relates to the Indians, appears to 
be- matter of information, on which it is unneceſſary to Propoſe any reſolu- 
tions. ood 

With regard to the- Ended friendly viſit of ſome of the Chiefs of the Sir 
Indian Nations, the committee is ſo deeply impreſſed with the neceſſity of 

cultivating an amicable intercourſe with the tribes remaining within or near 

to this ſtate, ſo far as it can be conſtitutionally effected, that they conceive 

it requiſite to propoſe the following reſolution, vis... 

EReſolved, That proviſion be made for defraying the neceſſary expences 
which may ariſe from the viſit of ſome of the Chiefs of the Six Indian Na- 

tions, of which information has been communicated by the Preſident and 

Supreme Executive Council. 

And on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame Was read the ſecond time: 
Whereupon 

Reſolved, That ſo much of the meſſage of Council as relates to the maga- 
zine for gun-powder be referred to a committee. 


Ordered, That Mr. Gurney, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. Hoge be a committee, | 


on the ſubject of the aforeſaid reſolution, and to make report. 


KReſolved, That that part of the meſſage of Council relative to the 1 | 


of Mud-Ifland be referred to a committee. 


' Ordered, That Mr. Hiltabeimer, Mr. Paul and Mr. Lid be a committee 


for that purpoſe, and to-make report. 

Reſolved, That ſo much of the meſſage of Council as refers to the ap- 
pointment of an agent on behalf of this ſtate, to endeavour to effect a ſettle- 
ment of accounts with the United States, be referred to a committee, 

Ordered, That Mr. Chapman, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Yaux be a committee, 
for the purpoſe contained in the ſaid reſolution. 

Reſolved, That that part of the meſſage of Council relative t to the road 


from Frank's-town to Conemaugh, and the balance claimed by Robert Gal- 8 


nn Eſquire, be referred to a committee. ä 
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' Ordered, That Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Marſhall and Mr. D. Stewart be a com- 
mittee, for the purpoſes contained in the foregoing reſolution, and to make 
report. ſhe] | | 2 ; 
Neſbed, That ſo much of the meſſage of Council as relates to enabling 
aliens to purchaſe and hold lands within this ſtate be referred to a committee. 
Ordered, That Mr. Raule, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Hoge be a committee, on 
the ſubject of the ſaid reſolution, and to make report. | 
Reſolved, That that part of the meſſage of Council which refers to the 
memorial of the Truſtees of the Hofpital on State-Iſiand be referred to a com- 
mittee. | 7 1a np 5 e 
Ordered, That Mr. Hiltabeimer, Mr. Paul and Mr. Lloyd be a committee, 
for the purpoſe contained in the ſaid reſolution, and to report thereon. 
Reſolved, That proviſion be made for defraying the neceſſary expences 
which may ariſe from the viſit of ſome of the Chiefs of the Six Indian Na- 
tions, of which information has been communicated by the Preſident and 
Supreme Executive Council. „%% 8 . 
6 The committee appointed Auguſt 28th, on the petitions of a number of 
the inhabitants of the ſecond election diſtrict in the county of Waſhington, 
made report, which was read, as follows, viz. | | 


The committee, to whom was referred the ſeveral petitions of a number 
of the inhabitants of Vaſbington county, on the ſubject matter of a new 
election diſtrict, beg leave to report, S ; 2 

That they have examined and conſidered the ſubject matter of ſaid peti - 
tions, and are of opinion that the prayer of the petitioners for a new elec- 
tion diſtrict is juſt and reaſonable, and ought to be granted ; and ſubmit the 
following reſolution, viz. © „ 

Refotved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted 
into a law, to enable the inhabitants of that part of Shaughar's diſtrict te- 
maining in VWaſbington county, and alſo of a part of the ſecond diſtrict, 
commonly known by the name of Bentley s diſtri, in faid county, to hold 
their annual elections at the houſe now occupied by David Hamilton. 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 5 

The committee appointed Augiſ 26th, on the memorial of the Maſter- 

Warden, on behalf of himfelf and the Wardens of the port of Pþ/adelpbin, 


made report, which was read, as follows, viz. | 
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the Maſter-Warden 
of the port of Philadelphia, report—— | . 
That although the duties of the Wardens have been conſiderably dimi- 
niſhed by the ceflion made to the United States per act of the twenty-eighth 
day of September laſt, there remain' other duties, of too much importance 
to the trade of the port, to ſuffer the board to be diſſolved, eſpecially as 
there is reaſon to believe that Congreſs will, in the courſe of their next ſeſ- 
fion, appropriate a ſum adequate to all the duties of this buſineſs ; that in 
the mean time proviſion be made, as well to diſcharge the ſum of /ever!;- 
nine pounds fie ſhillings and three-pence now owing, as to provide for what 
expences may ariſe until the end of the next ſeſſion of General Aſſembly : 
The committee beg leave to offer the following reſolution, v7s. = 
| Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to diſcharge 
the ſum of ſeventy-nine pounds jix ſhillings and three-pence, out of the monies 
appropriated for claims and improvements, and to bring in a clauſe or clauſes 
10 repeal ſo much of the act of General Aſſembly, paſſed the fourth day 
of October, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-eight, and the ſupple- 


ment 


. 
ment thereto, paſſed the twenty- ſeventh day of March, one thouſand ſeven 
| hrindred and eighty-nine, as relates to the tonnage-officer, and the reports of 
pilots at the Wardens-office ; and alſo to make proviſion for diminiſhing the 
ciarrent expences of the ſaid office. „ | 
|... Ordered to lie on the table. © 
* . The petitions of 1223 inhabitants of the county of Miflin, read Auguſt 
28th, were read the ſecond time. 7 | * 
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Lilley, Mr. Carſon and Mr. Harris, . 
to report thereon. 5 . 5355 CON > 
The letter from Charles Smith and Simon Snyder, Eſquires, read Auguſt 
28th, was read the ſecond time, together with its encloſures. , 
Ordered, That they be referred to the laſt named committee, to report 
thereon. : TIE. BAY: | 
The bill, entituled An A# for altering certain election diſtridts in the 
<< county , Northampton,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by 
' paragraphs. _—_ „ ps 8 | 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
liſhed for conſideration. _ e I 7 855 
The bill, entituled <* A Supplement to the act, entituled An Act to re- 
„ form the penal laws of this ſtate,” was read the ſecond time, and con- 
ſidered by paragraphs. _ | 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
liſhed for confideration«, SEA | | 
The bill, entituled An Act to alter the time of holding the County Courts 
«© of Common Pleas and Quarter Seſſions for the county of Delaware,” was read 
the ſecond time, and confidered by paragraphs. 1 5 | 
. Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publiſh- 
ed for conſideration. | „ 1 VE 
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


1 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment; and | | 
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. ARES CE 
PETER Z. LLOYD, Clerk of the General Aſſembly 
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. To TAX CITIZENS or PENNSYLYANIA. 

'N the conſtitution, which received its public completion on the ſecond | 

. inſtant, it is eſtabliſhed, that The Legiſlative power of this common- 
wealth ſhall be veſted in a General Aſſembly, which ſhall conſiſt of a Senate 
and Houſe of Repreſentatives.” Of | | 

No proviſion is made, in any part of it, for the temporary continuance 
of the Legiſlative: functions of the Houſe of Aſſembly: Hence it has been 
doubted, whether our powers did not ceaſe with the adoption of the conſtitu- 
tion; whether a Legiſlature, conſiſting of a ſingle Houſe, could bind the 
people by laws, after the people had declared that their laws ſhould be the 
act of two Houſes, with the ſanction, under certain regulations, of the 
Chief Executive Officer, We have conſidered No power veſted in the 


late 


- 
* 
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late Convention was neceſſarily ſuperior to ours, though derived from the 
ſame ſource, at the ſame time. To them was intruſted the office of making 
a new plan of government, after an avowed experience of the inconve- 
niences of the former; to us, the taſk of common and neceſſary legiſlation, 

while they were ſo employed. As they were not reſtrained in their appoint- 
ment to any time at which the government they might form ſhould com- 
mence in its effect, it is obvious that they were no leſs maſters of this | 
circumſtance, than of the different parts and principles of which the ſyſtem 

{ſhould be compoſed. | 

To deny, therefore, the authority of the Convention to ſaperſede the| 
powers we poſſeſſed, would be to diſpute the authority of the people from 
whom we received our powers, and to whom we are accountable for the ex- 
erciſe of them. 

In this peculiar ſituation we ha not relied altogether on- our own judg- 
ment. We have conſulted with the Preſident and Supreme Executive Coun- 
cil (who are expreſly continued .in office) with the Judges, and other re- 
ſpectable authorities in the profeſſion of the law. 

We have, found their opinions generally to coincide with ours. We have 
alſo contemplated the impropriety of proceeding under an authority doubtful, | 
and perhaps extinguiſhed, at a conſiderable expence to the commonwealth, 
to enact laws, which perhaps will not be enforced, and to direct meaſures, 
which might only terminate in diſorder and diſobedience, 

We have therefore thought it our duty to retire from the ſtations in which 
we were placed, although it is with regret that we leave much neceſſary 


buſineſs unfiniſhed. 
We have alſo conſidered ourſelves under the obligation of informing you, 


to whom we hold ourſelves accountable for our public conduct, of the rea- 
ſons which have induced us to decline the further exerciſe of the truſt 
which you have repoſed in us. 


wy 
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Lawrence Sickle, Fames Cunningham, Jobn Baird, 
Jacob Hiltzheimer, Jobn Miller, James Barr, 
, Milliam Raule, . Toſeph Reed. Thomas Ryerſon, 
i Francis Gurney, Jacob Schmyſer, James Marſball, 
„ "Richard Peters, Jobn Stewart, Alexander Wright, 
| Samuel Aſhmead, Thomas Lilley, Fohn Gilchreeſt, 
Thomas Paul, William Godfrey, James Johnſon, 
Thomas Britton, Thomas Clingan, Jobn Rhea, 
Elias Boys, David Mitchell, . Jonathan Roberts, 
Gerardus WW ynkoop, Jonathan Hoge, Benjamin Markley, 
Jobn Chapman, Jobn Ludwig, James Vaux, | 
James Bryan, Nicholas Lutz, FJobn Carſon, 
Richard Thomas, Daniel Leinbach, James M*Creight, 
Richard Downing, jun. Peter Ealer, Obadiab Gore, © 
Caleb Fames, Stephen Barhot, David Stewart, 
Juaobn M. Dobel, Conrad Ibrie, jun. Jobi Nevil, 
James Clemſon, Anthony Lerch, jun. 25 h Lloyd, 
Fobn Hopkins, Febn Moore, Richard Riley. 
| Henry Dering, - FJobn White, | 
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